
State of the City 2026



Mayor Luke Merrill
Elected as Mayor in 2025
Elected to the City Council Originally in 2022
EDA Board and Planning Commissing Member Prior
Resident of Isanti for 34 years
2 Bachelors Degrees from UMD (Economics and
Psychology)
10 Years on the Isanti County Parks Board
Small Business Owner
Community Business Advocate
Hobbies include: building hotrods, traveling the world,
writing, and getting a tattoo on every continent



COUNCIL MEMBERS

George Hemen Nick PedersenSteve Lundeen Erika Zdon



MEET OUR TEAMLIQUOR

PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION

POLICE



2025 2025 
YEAR IN REVIEW



New and Growing Businesses in Isanti: 

Ohana Chiropractic and Wellness 
Plugs Garage
Wolf River Electric 
Pump Republic
Holiday 
Color Craft
BP Metals Inc.
JuneBug Music and Lessons
ReelVision
Dana’s Bookstore
Northern Light’s Toys
Berres Excavating
Delightful Acres Weddings and Events
Gillespie Law Firm
Dominoes
Precision Window Tint
Turpen Realty 
Tony Zerwas - Mortgage Broker
Main Street Hair Salon
Rose Works Pest Control

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT



44 Single Family Home permits approved.
69 new single family lots platted and under construction. 
Centennial Apartments - 28 unit building was approved to begin construction. 
The final phases of Park Brook Apartments and the Commons on Whiskey Road were
constructed. 
Continue to see a strong interest from residential developers for future devleopment. 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT



Main StreetMain Street
ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION FUND

PROJECTS MUST BE COMPLETED BY MAY 31, 2026

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR SUCCESSFULL
APPLICATIONS!

The City of Isanti EDA was the
recipient of MN DEED Main Street
Redevelopment Program dollars
through the Initiative Foundation
and was able to support all
applicants who sought funding,
distributing the full $96,000 to
three key downtown properties.
The specific allocations are as
follows:

The Creamery Building:
Received its full request of
$75,000.
The HearSwell Building:
Received its full request of
$9,000.
The Rockstad Building:
Received $12,000, a portion of
its original $30,000 request.



RESTAURANT RECRUITMENT 

The EDA Created the Restaurant Recruitment Program
The primary goal is to bring in "destination" restaurants that:

Attract customers from outside Isanti.
Do not have another location within a 5-mile radius,
ensuring new experiences.
Complement the existing restaurant landscape.

Both restaurants and developers/owners leasing to qualifying
restaurants can apply. A minimum five-year lease is required
for the restaurant to be eligible for incentives.
Applications are reviewed on a case-by-case basis by the City
of Isanti Economic Development Authority (EDA) and the City
Council. 



BLUEBIRD PARK UPGRADES
In 2025, playground equipment was upgraded using
Park Dedication funds and a grant from Gametime. 

Old equipment was from 2004 and parts were
getting very expensive or impossible to replace. 
City salvaged all parts that were useful to be
used at our other playgrounds in the City of the
same model. 
Poured in place surfacing was added to the park
to make the structures inclusive. 
Shade structures and trees were added to the
park. 



COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATES

Modernized Exterior: New windows, siding,
and doors installed in 2025.
Enhanced Access: New South-side doors
added to bridge indoor/outdoor use.

New sidewalk completion in 2026.
 Ideal for weddings, showers, meetings, and
city events.
Affordable rates for all residents.
Discounted rates for nonprofit
organizations.
New Booking Process: Fast and easy online
reservations now live.



2026 2026 
ESTIMATED POPULATION 7,694

LOOKING AHEAD



2026 TAX RATE  AND F INANCIALS

The City of Isanti Tax Rate is 41% 
With a levy of $3,615,462. 

2020 - 61.818 %
2021 - 60.399 %
2022 - 59.012 %
2023 - 52.682 %
2024 - 44.789 %
2025 - 43.983 %

 

Since 2017 the Isanti tax rate
has changed -47.22 %

Since 2017 the Isanti tax rate
has changed -47.22 %



Top Priorities: 
Taxes
Property Rights
Long-Term Planning
New Revenue Streams
Liquor Store Sign

Established Goals:
Department Videos Narrated by the Mayor
Buying in Bulk
Sidewalk Infill
Street Lighting Infill
Liquor Store Sign
Continued Contractor Interactions for
Competitive Bids
Continued Public Outreach & Surveys
Review Policies by Resolution Prior to 1980
Improve & Maintain Services
Multi-casting to YouTube & Facebook 
Make Information More Accessible
Veterans Memorial

Council Initiatives



MAJOR PROJECTSNew Website Officially
Launched January 2026! 

The City Website and Emails will be moving to a .gov url in 2026. 



MAJOR PROJECTS
East Dual Blvd. and Heritage
Blvd. Round-a-bout Completion

Special Thanks to all the Businesses Impacted by the Closures! 



MAJOR PROJECTSEmerald Ash Borer 
The City of Isanti has inventoried 477 Ash Trees 
University of MN Project Working on Killing Beatles with MN
Sourced Fungi 



MAJOR PROJECTS
Located in the Fairway

Greens North
Neighborhood ~ Funded

with Park Dedication
Dollars



MAJOR PROJECTS Based on community
feedback and a careful

look at our existing layout,
we are thrilled to be

expanding our skate park!

 Rather than just replacing
what’s there, we are adding

new, modern features to
our current footprint to

better serve the next
generation of skaters.

 Phase 1 & 2 improvements
are officially underway for

a 2026 installation!

Follow the City Facebook
page for closure updates. 



2026 STREET PROJECTS
Railroad Avenue & 

Main Street Walk Improvements

Project Funding Sources
MSAS Funds: Leveraging State-Aid Route
status; eligible for up to 4 additional years of
advanced funding ($301,623/year).
Special Assessments: Levied per City Policy
(up to 25% of reconstruction costs).

Railroad Ave Walk: Not assessable.
Main Street Walk: 100% deferred
assessment (payable upon future parcel
development).

City Funds: To cover all remaining project
balances.

Hearings were held March 3, 2026. 
Plans are currently being prepared and will be

out for bid soon. 



Another year of great events in
Isanti! 

Street Dances
Splish Splash Summer Bash
Fireworks
Archery Day
Summer Family Entertainment
Series
Fall Family Day 
Earth Day Clean-Up
Isanti Community Center Rentals
Community Garden
Illuminate Isanti
Night to Unite
Mayor’s Luncheon

2026 PARKS AND EVENTS



For Businesses
Join us! All businesses

and entrepreneurs
welcome! 

Thank you to those of
you who have donated
your time and expertise

to making these a
success! 

Thanks to the Chamber
and ECRDC for

partnering with us to
make these possible! 



THANK YOU!



QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? 
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